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The University of Houston-Downtown faculty 
and staff extend special greetings to parents, 

relatives, friends, and loved ones gathered 
for this celebration.
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Order of Proceedings
WELCOME

Dr. Deborah E. Bordelon
Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Provost

PROCESSIONAL
“Pomp and Circumstance”

NATIONAL ANTHEM 
Kyler Rodriguez, UHD Concert Chorale

OPENING REMARKS
Dr. Deborah E. Bordelon

PRESENTATION OF THE CANDIDATES 

College of Sciences and Technology
Dean Akif Uzman and Faculty 

Marilyn Davies College of Business
Dean Jonathan Davis and Faculty 

College of Humanities and Social Sciences 
Dean Wendy Burns-Ardolino and Faculty

College of Public Service
Interim Associate Dean Diane Miller and Faculty

CLOSING REMARKS 
Dr. Deborah E. Bordelon

RECESSIONAL
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MARILYN DAVIES COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Candidates for Graduation

Master of Business Administration

Rania Al Issa 
Milagros Esther Alarcon 

Jennifer V. Aldana 
Tabassum Ali 

Zinitra D. Allen 
James Allison 

Susie Almaguer 
Mayte Alvarez 

Clarence Martin Anderson 
Roberto Matias Arredondo 

Jordan A. Beasley 
Iliana Sofia Becerra 

Eduardo Aaron Beltran 
Jake Reid Berry 

Nikkyann Berteau 
Hassan Frank Beveney 

Beverly Ukegbu
Lucian A. Blackburn 

Ariel A. Bonnee 
Nikhil Deepak Brahmabhatt 

Jasmine Liliana Builes 
Stephanie R. Burnett 

Shakera Tyjay Calhoun 
Alvin Montrece Carter 

Alysha N. Carter 
Karen Adriana Castellanos 

Cristina Castillo 
Flora Castillo 

Kimberly Dayana Castillo 
Leslie Chagolla 
Sandra Cortes 

Ernesto Jose Cortes Cuevas 
Ian Joseph Crear 
Rachel Cumbo 

Deja Davis 
Marissa N. Davis 

Megan Elaine Devoy 
Viet Tuan Dinh 

Julissa Margarita Disla 
Amariah Denise Dixson 

Diana Dolan 
Samiullah Durrani 

Lena D. Eckert 
Betsy Michelle Edwards 

Etieno Ekwere 
Shatihya Vonee Elliott 

Aracely Brendaly Escobar 
Stefany Evangelista 

Karen Evans 
Laura Anne Fleming 

Yesenia Beatriz Flores 
Cheyenne Kasiah Francois 

Taylor Sade French 
Cicely Devon Taylor Gallegos 

Toni Garefalos 
Melizza Garza 

Ernesto Gaytan 
Taylor Marie George 

Sweety Lalitkumar Ghetiya 
Monica Gomez 

Rocio Idalia Gomez 
Jessica Anne Govella 

Khalyn Grant 
Franklin Jose Guanipa Navarro 

Mohamad Danyal Annees Gurmani 
Bianca I. Gutierrez 
Giselle Gutierrez 

Marque Antone Harmon 
Siomara Estela Hernandez 

Valerie R. Hernandez 
Luis Enrique Herrada 

Alysha Sheri-Marie Herrera 
Lenka Hlavacova 

Lewis Alun Hopkins 
Mia Hopson 

Omayra Gabriela Hosein 
Md Monir Hosen 

Laura Elizabeth Hutzler 
Embler C. Igwe 

Nicholas F. Jackson 
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Grace Bongo Jallah 
Carla D. James 

Garrett Wayne Johnson 
Katelynn Victoria Johnson 

Katherine Jones 
Amanda Latrice Joseph 

Wing Yin Kam 
Anum Khan 

Semirat Kuku 
Lee Alfred Lafleur 

Julia E. Landry 
Lashanda Renee Lane 

Alison Le 
Elizabeth Leija 

Arturo De Jesus Lopez 
Ngombi Danielle Lossangoye 

Mayra Alejandra Lucio 
Diego Luna Parra 

Tojo T. Malayil 
Samantha L. Marshall 
Lizette Viescas Martin 

Franklin Martinez 
Nancy Diana Martinez 

Muhammed Ali Masood 
Karen Marie Mayes 

Shaughnessy Ann Mccaleb 
Sean McClure 

Daniel W. Mccowin 
Kimbrec Mcdaniel 

Jonathon A. Mcdonnell 
Muhammad Hasnain Merchant 

Matthew Michels 
Bryan Mikicich 
Diego Miranda 

Mark Patrick Mittelsted 
Isabel Dena Montalvo 

Gabrielle Alysse Moreno 
Sandra Vasquez Moreno 

Christopher Joseph Morgan 
Briah I. Napier 
Eduardo Nava 

Nickwanda Nelson 
Oanh Kim Ngo 
Thinh Gia Ngo 

Brittany L. Nguyen 
Hoang Minh Anh Nguyen 

Ted Nguyen 

Irene Monge Nunez 
Christopher Patrick Nunnallee 

Amir Rouself Olmos Soto 
Octavio Lopez Olvera 

Jefry Eduardo Orellana 
Jimmy Perez 
Natalie Perez 

Chadd Dominic Phillips 
Kathleen Mary Prichard 

Anamaria Ramirez 
Amber Rose Rangel 

Sadia Chantell Ravate 
Calef Requena 

Enrique Requena 
Laurese Meshell Richmond 

Faizan Shujaat Rizvi 
Alana Wanda Roberts 
Mariel Rocha-Narvaez 

Francisco Martin Rodriguez 
Kavon Sabet 

Mame Seye Sall 
Everett D. Sandate 

Ryan C. Sanders 
Keosha A. Scott 

Alayna Lynee Scurlock 
Eduardo Segura 

Renae Puanani Simmons 
Leticia Smolyaninov 

Kira Carmelita Soria-Ramirez 
Skye Olevia Steele 

Yancy Eugene Stephens 
Brendan Roger Strei 

Lakendrea Rayshaun Stroops 
Alisha Ahana Nilma Suazo 

Muhammad Royyan Talullah 
Kristella Guadalupe Tamez 

Jenifer Rae Thomas 
Robert Kurt Topacio 
Marina Alicia Torres 

Ramiro Alejandro Torres 
Christy Tran 

Marcela Trejo 
Grecia Fernanda Trejo-Soria 

Cameron Virgil Turner 
Jazmine Cierra Lee Ann Turner 

Deatrice Valentine 
Elizabeth Vargas 
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Master of Professional Accountancy

Samir Abdel Alanis 
Saray C. Alvarado 
Jennifer Briagas 

Amber Kay Bullock 
Paola E. Cantu 

Alyssa M. Cardenas 
Alondra Cerda 

Jacqueline Clark 
Fredric Davis 

Kristie Jeneen Donahue 
Alexandra Michelle Garcia 

Reginald Greer 
Dinora Martinez 
Jorge L. Martinez 

Vu Hoang Nguyen 
Vy Thao Nguyen 

Michelle Lee Ochoa 
Bobbie J. Phelps 

Ariel Laval Proctor 
Priscilla Ramirez 
Mariselda Rivas 

Rohan Carlington Sawyers 
Steven Michael Shelton 

Precious Iesha Stansberry 
Gabriela Fernanda Valladares 

Asher Van Dyk 
Elizabeth Vences-Diaz 

Muhammad Vohra 
Ravi Wadhwa 

Amanda Gayle Walker 
Lela Walker 

Stephen Weigand 

Clarissa Arguelles 
Elizabeth Arvizu 
Joel Brummett 

Nitzia Isela Berlanga Reyes 
Janie Marie Bilbao 

Christopher John Clement 
Chika Dennis 

Carl Cameron Ford , Jr. 
Richard James Galvan 

Alfonso Garcia 
Kiara D. Garner 

To Thanh Ha 
Marylyn Renee Harris 

Chika-Onyinye Crysta Izuakor 
Felix Jackson 

Marquitho A. Kentish 
Abdul Samad Khan 

Byron Keith Mcgowen 
Jayleen Lynn McMarion 

Marcus Mitchell 
Ukamaka Juliet Nduka 
Devonie Ruth Nelson 
Chien Minh Nguyen 

Philip Nguyen 
Oghenemene Elma Oriayo 

Christian Javier Perez 
Josslynn Ne’chelle Phelps-Victorian 

Ramachander Rao Racharla 
Antonio A. Rivas Ponce 

Rahul Tangri 
David Anthony Thomas 
Da’mon Tillis-Metoyer 

Lissette Renderos Walker 
Adeela Yunus 

Master of Security Management

Freddi T. Voorhies 
Janee Nicole Whitaker 

Darian K. Williams 
Desirae L. Wright 

Omar Fawwaz Yassin 
Irencarr P. Young 

Jesus Gerardo Zavala, Jr.
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Words of Thanks!
MARILYN DAVIES COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Samir Alanis
I’m deeply grateful to my family, friends, and all who supported me.  
Your encouragement and belief in me made this journey possible. 

¡Gracias for por ser parte de mi historia!

Mayra Alejandra Lucio
Thank you to my family, friends, and professors for your unwavering support.  

This journey wouldn’t have been possible without your encouragement.  
I’m grateful for every moment and excited for what’s next!

Jennifer V. Aldana
Thank you, Mom and Dad, for your unwavering support throughout my MBA journey. 

Your love and encouragement mean everything!

Jay Allison
I dedicate this moment to my grandmother, Fannie Louise Dokes, and my mother, 

Cheryl Lynn Dokes. To God be the glory! For without him, today would not be possible.

Susie Almaguer
Big thanks to my family, friends, coffee, and all who believed in me - especially when  

I didn’t. Time to celebrate and finally get some sleep!

Mayte Alvarez
I am deeply grateful to my professors and family for their support, especially my  

husband and kids. Through faith and prayer, God has guided me, and his grace made 
this possible!

Clarence Anderson
S/O to the Enrollment Management and Admission team for making my experience a 

great one.

Clarissa Argüelles
I am grateful to have been taught by Professor Ferguson and the resources he’s 

shared, and for the great people I’ve met through this program.

Roberto Matias Arredondo
Shout out to Alexander Reese for reminding me every semester how many C’s I have. 

What can I say, I work better under pressure and living life on the edge.

Nitzia Isela Berlanga Reyes
Thank you Lord for every moment with my dear family, and the love of my life.  

Their presence is a gift for which I’m eternally grateful. “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me” Fil 4:13

Hassan Frank Beveney
To my wife, Vinaya…I can’t begin to explain how much I appreciate all of the  

motivation and encouragement you provided along my MBA journey. 
I love you, Hassan
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Janie Alvarado
I am incredibly grateful to my husband Michael, my parents, and my sisters for their 

unwavering love, support, and encouragement throughout this journey. 
Thank you for always believing in me!

Lucian Blackburn
Thank you, Dr. Curran and Dr. Cedillos. I am very grateful for your mentorship.

Ariel Alice Bonnee
I’m deeply grateful to my family and friends for your constant support and 

encouragement during my master’s degree journey. Your belief in me made  
all the difference. Thank you!

Nikhil Dipak Brahmbhatt
I would like to thank God, My parents, especially my mother this is for her. Thank you 

faculty for providing with outstanding professors and resources. Congratulations to all 
fellow students who are here with me, it has been a great journey.

Jennifer Briagas Colorado
Querida familia, gracias por su amor y su apoyo incondicional. Su aliento ha sido mi 

fuerza en este camino. No lo habría logrado sin ustedes! Los amo!

Joel Brummett
I’m deeply grateful for my wife, Heather, whose encouragement has been 

instrumental in my journey to pursue this degree. Her support has been my source  
of strength and motivation.

Amber Bullock
Thank you to my family for their love and support on this journey and a special  

thank you to my Aunt Lisa for always believing in me!

Shakera Calhoun
To those who shaped my journey—thank you. Your influence drives me to transform 

knowledge into impact, ready to leave a lasting legacy in the world.

Paola Cantú
Thank you to my husband for his unwavering support. To my daughter Camila who is 

my biggest motivation and inspiration, thank you!

Alysha Carter
I want to thank my family and friends for being there to support me and my baby 

while I complete TWO degrees. I could not have done it without everyone.  
Shoutout to you all too!!

Alvin Montrece Carter Jr.
I would like to say thank you to God, family, and friends. Averi, dad never gave up on a 

goal and with your help I was able to achieve it.

Karen Castellanos
Thank you to my loved ones and professors for your unwavering support, guidance, 

and belief in me. This achievement is ours. Thank you all.

Cristina Castillo
Mamá, este logro también es tuyo. Gracias por tu comprensión, apoyo, sacrificio y 
amor. Te quiero mucho. To my brothers, Adrian & Adan: I love you and you are next. 

Oscar, thank you for cheering me on. Love you.
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Kimberly Dayana Castillo
With all my heart, I thank my family for their love and sacrifice, my teachers for 

 inspiring me, and my peers for their friendship. Este triunfo lo celebramos juntos.

Leslie Chagolla
I am grateful the people who have helped me in this journey. Thank you.

Deja Montano
To my husband, Bernardo and my children, Maddie, B2 and Romeo, Thank you for your 

patience and support. I would not be able to do this without you.

Katherine Jones
Grateful for the unwavering support of my family, friends, and mentors—this 

accomplishment is ours together.

Viet Tuan Dinh
I am deeply grateful for the unwavering support of my family, friends, and  

professors throughout this journey. Your encouragement and belief in me made this 
achievement possible. Thank you!

Julissa Margarita Disla
Thank to my partner for the unwavering support and love during stressful times, and 

my mother for being my pillar of strength and shaping who I am today.

Diana Dolan
Many thanks for the faculty’s continued guidance and support.  

Their input and wisdom have been invaluable to me.

Kristie Donahue
Thank you to the faculty and my classmates for making this part of the journey of life 

memorable. My goals in life are almost complete. Thank you to my family for  
being a great support system.

Sami Durrani
Thank you all the faculty members and my advisor for helping me achieve this life goal.

Etieno Ekwere
Huge thanks to the MBA faculty for all the knowledge and patience, and to my  

fellow students for the group chats, caffeine runs, and endless laughs.  
We survived together—what a ride!

Shatihya Vonee Elliott
Grateful to the most high YAH, and the endless support from my family and friends 

who encouraged me to keep pushing through. “Commit thy works unto the LORD, and 
thy thoughts shall be established.” Proverbs 16:3

Laura Rodriguez
Thank you to my son, Troy, and my husband, Manuel for supporting me and pushing 

me when I needed it. I love you both.

Yesenia Beatriz Flores Giron
I’m grateful for God’s blessings, guidance, and strength throughout my academic jour-

ney. Thank you for making the impossible possible. As well, thank you to my  
family, friends, and school faculty for supporting me on this journey.
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Carl Cameron Ford JR
I want to thank God for allowing this moment. Thank you to my wife, my children,  

my parents, my sister, and all my family members; My Village-CC

Taylor Sade French
I am deeply grateful to my family and friends for their unwavering support,  

constant encouragement, and belief in my success. Your presence has made  
this journey truly meaningful. 

 
Richard James Galvan

I dedicate my accomplishments to my wife, Bianca, and my two daughters, 
 Margo and Avery.

Alexandra Michelle Garcia
Heartfelt thanks to Dr. Lloyd for your unwavering guidance, encouragement, and  

wisdom throughout this journey. Your mentorship has shaped my growth and  
success, and I am forever grateful.

Toni Garefalos
Thank you Connor for being the most supportive kid and understanding how 

important this journey was for both our futures.

Kiara Garner
With gratitude to my professors, family, and all who supported me, this achievement 

stands as a testament to perseverance and faith in the journey.

Melizza Garza
Thank you to everyone who supported me! Major thanks to my family for being my 

rock. Los quiero a todos—esto es por nosotros.

Rocio Gomez
I would like to thank my boys and Alton Flores! I dedicate this degree to Benji & SebiI. 

Y’all have been the driving force behind my motivation! Never give up!  
You can do anything you  put your mind to! Mami loves you!!

Khalyn Chanel Grant
I am deeply grateful for the support and encouragement from my family, friends, UHD 

faculty/staff, my mentors, and classmates throughout this journey.  
These invaluable connections I have made will last a lifetime. Thank you!

Franklin Jose Guanipa Navarro
I owe this honor to my wife Maria Valecillos and my two little men Alejandro (5 years 
old) and Santiago (2 years old) who provided me support, time and love throughout 

this journey, you are everything I am and motivates me for everything I do.

Bianca Ibette Gutierrez
All glory to God! To my loved ones: Thank you for everything and for pushing me to be 

better every day.  I love you!

Marylyn Renee Harris
To all my MSM Professors, thank you for feeding this nurse’s passion for Cybersecurity.

Valerie Hernandez
Thank you for being supportive in this process and encouraging me to keep growing 

personally and professionally. “Everyone needs a house to live in, but a supportive  
family is what builds a home.” – Anthony Liccione
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Mia Danielle Hopson
If you’re going to live, leave behind a legacy. Make an impact on the world that can 

never be erased.

Omayra Gabriela Hosein
I dedicate this achievement to my late father, Amar Hosein, and my family.  

Their love and support have meant everything to me.

Md Monir Hosen
All praise to Allah for His countless blessings. Heartfelt thanks to my parents for their 

unwavering support and to my faculty for their guidance and inspiration.

Embler Chioma Igwe
As this chapter closes, I thank God for His guidance, my family for their unwavering 
support, my professors/advisors for their mentorship, and my community for their 

constant encouragement.

Grace Jallah
Grateful to the Highest, my family, and friends for support. Thank you, mom, for being 
my greatest supporter. Son, I earned my master’s – you’ve got to get your M.D or Ph.D.!  

I see big money.

Carla James
I’m thankful for all the faculty of UHD who contributed to me reaching this milestone, 

and I look forward to more successes to come in my future.

Katelynn Victoria Johnson
A special thanks to Dr. TeDuits (Human Resource Management Professor) | You made 
me see that the possibilities are endless with an MBA ensuring I made the right choice 

to embark on this journey. Your words have forever kept me motivated. Thank you.

Bobbie Jordan-Phelps
Thank you to my family, especially my husband for supporting me.

Abdul samad khan
I am deeply grateful to my family, professors, and mentors for their unwavering  
support and guidance. Your encouragement has been invaluable in helping me 

achieve this milestone. Thank you!

Anum Khan
Thank you, Professor Castro, for challenging us and making your class an  

unforgettable experience. Your thoughtful lesson plans and guidance helped us 
 overcome every obstacle. I truly appreciated every moment.

Karen Evans
Luke 1:37 For nothing will be impossible with God.

I would like to thank God and my family for seeing me through this journey.  
Accomplishing my second masters degree is truly a blessing.

Alisha Suazo
Heartfelt gratitude to my family, especially my husband, for unwavering support;  
to friends made along this journey; and to faculty for their invaluable guidance.  

Thank you all.

Julie Landry
Thanks to all the UHD faculty and staff for guiding me through the MBA process!
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Elizabeth Leija
Great Thank You to everyone of my professors, especially Dr. Lozano with his  

inspiring stories with MD Anderson Cancer Center. He was the best professor i had  
in my Master Program.

Samantha Marshall
I sincerely thank all of my professors for their guidance, support, and knowledge.  
You have all made a lasting impact on my academic and professional journey.

Franklin Martinez
To my loving wife and family, THANK YOU! 

Kimbrec McDaniel
I would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to my husband! I couldn’t have achieved 

this milestone without him and my supportive family. I never imagined I would  
graduate with my master’s degree. I am genuinely excited and incredibly grateful.  

Byron Keith McGowen
I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my parents for their unwavering 

support, my wife for her love and encouragement, and my children for their constant 
inspiration.

Marcus Mitchell
I want to thank my children, Dillon and Pharyn, who are my primary motivations for 

constantly persevering and achieving more in life.

Sandra Vasquez Moreno
I’m deeply grateful to my sons for their support and my parents who inspire me.  

I hope I’ve made my family proud. I would not have accomplished this without them.

Devonie DeLaney
Eternally grateful to my family, friends, and the UHD MSM faculty for your support. 

Special thank you to my mom, my rock, and my baby girl, Phoenix, my reason.

Nickwanda Nelson
Grateful to all of my Professors for challenging me to think critically and supporting 

my growth throughout this MBA journey. Your guidance has truly shaped my learning 
experience. Thank you!

Philip Nguyen
Finally, the long days and nights are over. The last 12 months have been wild, but we 

did it! Thank you to all my friends and family members. Cheers!

Irene Monge Nuñez
La bendición de Dios me trajo aquí. Mami y Ramiro, gracias por su amor, fe, y apoyo. 
Papi, desde el cielo sigues siendo mi fuerza. Grateful, Growing, and always Glowing!

Sonetria Curry
Completing my  MBA has been an incredible journey. I am deeply grateful to UHD for 
providing an exceptional MBA experience that has shaped my knowledge and skills.  

Thank you to the faculty, staff, and colleagues for your encouragement, guidance, and 
patience, which helped me reach this academic milestone and inspired this journey. 

Amir Rouself Olmos Soto
Thank you to Tremaine Kwasikpui, Meritza Tamez, Miguel Olmos, Olga Soto and  

Camila Sandoval for your dedication and guidance through my academic journey. 
You have inspired me to reach new heights.
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Octavio Olvera
I thank God, my parents, and all the haters too, for they ignite my resilience!

Jefry Eduardo Orellana
I’d want to say ‘no role models and I’m here right now,  but I’m thankful for every  

mentor, friend, and family member who helped me get here.
 

Elma Oriayo
My gratitude to Dr. Jude Ejiobi for his mentorship and support.

Christian Javier Perez
I am grateful for the unconditional love and support from my family and girlfriend. 
Their encouragement has fueled my journey through this master’s program and in-

spires me to reach my goals.

Josslynn Syon
Dr. Jude provided me with the knowledge, expertise, and confidence to enter into the 

Cybersecurity field of work with the mindset of being a “forever” learner.

Ramachander Rao Racharla
We extend our deepest gratitude to UHD for the unwavering support and guidance 

throughout our Master of Security Management journey. Your dedication has  
been our cornerstone.

Priscilla Ramirez
Thank you to my grandparents for loving me and giving me the opportunity to  

pursue my dreams and to my daughter for her patience and unconditional love.   
Family over everything.

Amber Rose Rangel
Words cannot describe the gratitude I have for my village, with their loving  

support I have been able earn this MBA for myself and each of them.  
¡Muchas gracias, Ometeotl!

Sadia Ravate
To my dad, Camal, your love and support through my bachelor’s degree made my 

MBA possible. To my mother, Herminia, couldn’t have done it without you.  
Love you both so much.

Calef
Grateful to God for His blessings, my family for their love, and my friends  

for their support.

Laurese Meshell Richmond
I would like to thank my family and friends for sacrificing on this journey with me.

Faizan Rizvi
Thank you, Ami, for your prayers, my 3 daughters for your love, and Areeba for your 

unwavering support. I couldn’t have done it without you. I love you!

Rohan Carlington Sawyers
My sincere thanks to all the faculty and staff at the University of Houston -Downtown, 

without there help I would never have made it this far.
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Alayna Lynee Scurlock
Thank you to my family for always encouraging me. A special thanks to my Grammy, 

who I wish was here to see her teachings pay off. Love yall!

Kira Soria Ramirez
I am deeply grateful to my family for their endless love, patience, and encouragement 

throughout my MBA journey. To the wonderful friends I’ve made along the way,  
thank you for your support.

Skye Steele
Thank you, God, for showing me that your plan for me is greater than my worries. 

Your guidance has carried me through this journey, and I am forever grateful  
for your unwavering love.

Kristella Palacios
A heartfelt thanks to my family for your unwavering support, my friends for your  

encouragement, and my professors and classmates for your guidance.  
This achievement reflects your belief in me.

Rahul Tangri
I’m grateful for my family’s support throughout this journey. I would not have  

completed anything without them. Love you all.

David DJ Thomas
I am deeply grateful for Dr. Ejiobi and all my professors who encouraged me to excel 
and have a stronger foundation to instruct and educate the next generation of cyber 

security experts.

Christy Tran
Deeply grateful to all my professors, especially Dr. Kathleen Curran and Dr. Sal Saad, 
for your guidance and encouragement. Thank you to my family and loved ones for 

your unwavering support.

Marcela Trejo
Thankyou professors, family and friends for your support. Cindy and Bella, this is proof 

that perseverance, even through life’s hardest challenges, leads to success. 
This achievement is dedicated to you.

Grecia Fernanda Trejo Soria
Thanks to my family for their support these two years. Without your help, I wouldn’t 
have been able to complete my MBA. To my daughter Gianna, thank you for your  

patience and for always being my number one supporter.  
This achievement is for you, for us!

Jazmine Turner
Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.”  

1- Thank you, Lord, for guiding me to this moment of success.

Beverly Chioma Kosin
I am deeply grateful to God for giving me strength throughout this journey.  

Special thanks to my advisor, Alexander Reese, for his unwavering support, and the 
MBA faculty for enriching my understanding.

Deatrice Rene’e Valentine
This is a special accomplishment for me. I am the first of my parents and siblings to 

accomplish this achievement. In honor of my parents, to God be the glory!
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Elizabeth Vargas
I am grateful to my family, especially my daughter, who has been by my side from the 
very beginning. Thank you Dr. Conde, whose guidance and passion for teaching have 
greatly influenced my growth. His commitment to his students is something I admire 

and appreciate.

Elizabeth Vences Diaz
Thank you, UHD, for helping me achieve my dream “Earning a Master’s degree, and 
thanks to my family for their support. Remember you’re never too old to pursue your 

dreams.

Lizette Martin
To my husband, Cesar Martin, thank you for your unconditional love and support and 

holding down the fort while I had to study. I couldn’t have done it without you!

Freddi Voorhies
Much gratitude to my parents and Mrs. Patricia and Mr. Warren. Without God and 

their support I would not be walking across the stage.

Ravi Wadhwa
I am deeply grateful to my professors and family for their unwavering support,  

guidance, and encouragement throughout my academic journey. Your contributions 
have made this achievement possible.

Amanda Nunez
I am grateful for the unwavering belief and support extended to me, on this journey, by 

friends and family. Thank you, Dr. Venugopalan, for never giving up on me.

Lissette Renderos Walker
Dedicated to my husband and 3 children!

Janee Nicole Angell
I dedicate my gratitude to my husband who has been a shining light. This degree is for 

the support in front of me & the children walking behind me.

Irencarr “Irene” Cartwright-Young
Massive Thanks to God for blessing me with the knowledge & determination in 

achieving this academic achievement. Thank You mom for your encouragement and 
reminding me that anything is possible.
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COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Candidates for Graduation

Master of Arts in Rhetoric and Composition

Master of Arts in Nonprofit Management

Master of Arts in Strategic Communication 

Master of Science in Technical Communication

Meia Tanish Baker 

Jessica Lola Adedapo 
Keith Everrette Baines 
Candice E’ Lise Biscoe 

Helen Elizabeth Bullard 
Jesse Carballo , Jr. 

Lisa Michelle Carpenter 

Patrina A. Adger 
Melissa Sue Amaya 

Jamilla M. Dowe 

Janet M. Dever 
Makayla Belle Grothe 

Veronica Johnnet Haley 
Dulce Hamilton 

Danita M. Hammond 
Alessia Calhoun Parker 

Jeremy R. Barrientos 
Edwin Daniel Mendez Alvarado

Kathryn Pittard 
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Words of Thanks!
COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Jessica Adedapo
I want to thank my siblings and brother in law for their constant love and prayers and 

my professors for their encouragement throughout this journey.

Patrina Ann Adger
Dr. Rountree, Thank you for your patience, kindness & support during this difficult  

semester. Your willingness to listen made an impact. Drs. Matveeva, Archiopoli,  
Winkler, Lawrence and Benton, I appreciate you!

Meia Baker
Thanks to my family, Dr. Dimmick and Dr. Waters for all of the support!

Jeremy Roland Barrientos
My deepest gratitude is owed to my wife, whose love and support have empowered 
me with the fortitude and determination to achieve a master’s level of scholarship  

in strategic communication.

Candice E’Lise Biscoe
This is only the beginning. Thank you family and friends!

Helen Bullard
I am thankful for the support of my family and friends. I am grateful for the  

friendships I have made along this journey and the connections that this program 
has provided. This next chapter is going to be a great one!

Alessia Parker
Thank you Dr. Branham for meeting with me and helping get through the last leg  
of the program. The last couple years were hard but you answered my emails and 
met with me when I didn’t think anyone one else listened and I want to thank you  

for all your help.

Jesse Carballo Jr
Thank you to my wife Lucy for being my support through the process, and for always 

telling me not to give up. Thanks, babe! Love you and the kids :)

Lisa Carpenter
Thank you to my husband Eric, my children Lindsey and Michael, and my extended 

family for their patience and support while I decided to go back to school. Again.

Makayla Belle Grothe
I would like to thank my family for their unending love and support and my professors 

and classmates for everything they have taught me on this journey.

Dulce Mireles
I greatly appreciate all the NPM program professors for taking time to create a  

curriculum that would build us up and encourage us to follow our passions/dreams.
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COLLEGE OF PUBLIC SERVICE

Candidates for Graduation

Master of Arts in Teaching

Ahmad M. Abdel-Aziz 

Master of Science in Criminal Justice

Eli Avila, Jr. 
Tiffane Atallah Bradley 

Betlehem Cortez 
Cesar R. Escalante 

Jackeline V. Fajardo Carpio 
Kourtlin Khristopher Flournoy 
Dominick Arthur Hernandez 

Claudia Johanna Alfaro 

Christina Yvette Montemayor 
Edita Mujanovic 

Valencia Catrice Patrick Narcisse 
Robin Sherfrela Prince 

Karen Rodriguez 
Rosaalba Valtierra 
Melissa Veneros

Danita Marcel Hammond
Drs. Sanborn, Flores, and Branham, I sincerely appreciate your mentorship, insight, 
and steadfast support. To my family (Sam, Vee, Tee, and Mandy), I love you all, and 

this journey would not have been possible without your unwavering support.

Edwin Daniel Mendez Alvarado
Thank you to everyone who took part in this journey, I am forever grateful for the 

support. Let us not forget where we come from as the foundation for a bright future 
ahead. LOVE YOU, MOM.

Judith Eneida Pineda
I want to thank my siblings for their guidance and unconditional support.  

Con todos sus sacrificios y esfuerzos le doy gracias a mis padres quien me dieron su 
fortaleza y humildad.

Kathryn Elizabeth Pittard
I would like to thank the MSTC Program and my family for supporting me and 

encouraging me during my time as a student and allowing me to earn my degree.
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Words of Thanks!
COLLEGE OF PUBLIC SERVICE

Ahmad Abdel-Aziz
Thank you to everyone who came out to support me!

Claudia Johanna Alfaro
I would like to thank God for allowing me to achieve my goals and my family for 

always supporting me and pushing me to become the best version of myself. To my 
husband and my kids, Emily, Kayla, Alex, and baby.. don’t ever forget that I love you.

Tiffane Bradley
With heartfelt gratitude, I thank my family for their support and encouragement, and 
the incredible CJ faculty at UHD, especially Dr. Kevin Buckler and Dr. Ethan Marshall, 

for their guidance.

Bethlehem Cortez
I would like to thank all my professors who worked really hard and provided a great 
educational platform for me to achieve this degree. God Bless every individual here 

and all students who are on their path to completing their goals.

Dominick Hernandez
Thank you family and friends for the courage to finish strong.  

Thank you Dr. Wang for your guidance.

Edita Mujanovic
This is a special thank you to my mama, as her support continues to get me through 

everything. Thank you, Dr. Ethan Marshall, for guiding me each semester.

Valencia Patrick-Narcisse
I greatly appreciate all faculty and classmates in the MSCJ program.  I have met 

some beautiful people, and everyone has shown encouragement, love, and kindness. 
Congratulations Graduates. God Bless.

Karen Rodriguez
Thank you to my committee and committee chair for their time and help on  

this project, and thank you to my family, friends, and Kevin for their  
unconditional support.

RosaAlba Valtierra
Thank you for your unwavering support, love, and laughter. You enrich my life in  

countless ways, and I’m truly grateful to have such amazing friends and family by my side.

Melissa Veneros
Gracias a toda mi familia por estar aquí conmigo. Gracias mami y papi por apoyarme 

y ayudarme a ser una mejor persona. Thank you faculty, for all your support.
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COLLEGE OF SCIENCES AND TECHNOLOGY
Candidates for Graduation

Master of Science in Artificial Intelligence

Master of Science in Data Analytics

Dalya Ali 
Amer Salim Bourahla 

Mounir Cheraki 
Indunil Dayawansa 

Jun Hao Feng 
Bobby Aaron Flores 

Jose A. Gonzalez 
Oluwatimilehin Idowu 

Gregory Ige 
Arslan Khuwaja 

Vikas Kumar 
Sushmita Kumari 

Curran Ray Han 
Rebecca L. Hinrichs 

Tan Thanh Le 

Sabrina Mobassirin 
Farah Naji 

Daisy Henriette Nsibu 
Florine Ndaleng Nswal 

Jane Richard Okon-Jeffrey 
Fiona Ong 

Healyen Park 
Marco Antonio Portillo 
Michael Kevin Rooney 

Terrance Walker 
Md Yousuf 

Prabhakar Sachidanand Prasad  
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Words of Thanks!
COLLEGE OF SCIENCES AND TECHNOLOGY

Dalya Ali
As I stand here on this special day, I am overwhelmed with gratitude. To my parents 

and family, thank you for your unconditional love, patience, and wisdom.

Amer Salim Bourahla
I am grateful to all my professors, especially Dexter Cahoy, Dvijesh Shastri, and 

Ermelinda G. DeLaVina, for their guidance. I also want to express my heartfelt thanks 
to my parents, brother, and sisters for their unwavering support.

Indunil Dayawansa
Thank you to my professors for inspiring growth, my amazing teammates for their 

support, and my family for standing by me through every challenge. I owe this 
achievement to each of you.

Jose Antonio Gonzalez
With heartfelt gratitude to my incredible wife, my beloved kids, and my supportive 

parents—your unwavering love and encouragement made this achievement possible.

Rebecca Hinrichs
Without you, Dad, none of this would be possible. For your prayers, advice,  

encouraging words, patience, love and support: thank you, from the bottom of my heart.

Oluwatimilehin Idowu
Grateful for the unwavering support of my family, friends, and mentors. This  

achievement wouldn’t be possible without your encouragement. Thank you all for 
believing in me!

Gregory Ige
I give all credit to God for His sustaining and incomprehensible grace. I am sincerely 

grateful to my professors and family for their encouragement, and I dedicate this 
achievement to my late mother.

Sushmita Kumari
I’m truly grateful to my professors, staff, and classmates for all your support and 

encouragement. This achievement is possible because of you all. Excited for what’s 
ahead-thank you!

Sabrina Mobassirin
I am immensely grateful to my husband(Rahat), children(Walif & Warith),  

Sis-in-law(Mukta), and UHD professors for their unwavering support. Without you 
all, none of this would be possible. Special thanks to my mom, dad, and mom-in-law 

whose prayers have always been my guiding strength.    
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Farah Naji
I would like to thank my husband and family in Lebanon for being my support system 

throughout this journey. To my son, Saeed I am happy we shared this experience 
together! Thank you for being my companion - I will be attending your graduation 

before I know it.   

Daisy Nsibu
I am grateful to my professors, classmates, family, and friends for their unwavering 

support, knowledge, and encouragement. This achievement is ours together,  
and I’m excited for the journey ahead.

Jane Okon-Jeffrey
With heartfelt appreciation, I thank my husband, kids, parents, and friends who  

believed in me, for being my rock and biggest cheerleaders.  
Your unwavering support has made all the difference.

Fiona Ong
Heartfelt thanks to my husband, family, and the UHD faculty for their  

unwavering support and guidance throughout this journey. I couldn’t have  
achieved this milestone without you.

Hae Lyen Park
I am deeply grateful to all my UHD professors for their invaluable guidance and  

encouragement.  Thanks to my husband and family for your unwavering support  
and belief in me.
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Standing proud along the bayou,
a Houston landmark true,
is our noble Alma Mater,

glorious to view.

Representing many cultures,
races, tongues, and creeds,  

confident we now go forth to
serve our common needs.

Studies finished, now we’re leaving
new goals to pursue,

but our hearts to UH-Downtown
ever will be true.

Come, let’s join and raise our voices,
praising UHD.

may our lives forever honor
thy dear memory.



24


